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Drought	  Planning	  In	  Iowa	  
	  

•  Drought	  Planning	  (ReacLon?)	  
	  
•  Awareness	  
•  Governor’s	  ProclamaLon	  
•  AllocaLon	  -‐	  PrioriLzaLon	  



Awareness	  
	  

•  Collabora'on	  	  
•  Iowa	  DNR	  
•  Iowa	  Dept.	  of	  Ag/Land	  Stewardship	  
•  Homeland	  Security	  
•  NaLonal	  Weather	  Service	  
•  USGS	  
•  Iowa	  Geological	  Survey	  
	  

•  Regular	  Publica'on:	  	  Water	  Summary	  Update	  (WSU)	  	  





Governor	  ProclamaLon	  
	  

29C.6	  	  ProclamaLon	  of	  disaster	  emergency	  by	  
governor	  .	  .	  .	  the	  governor	  may:	  

1.  AZer	  finding	  a	  disaster	  exists	  or	  is	  threatened,	  
proclaim	  a	  state	  of	  disaster	  emergency.	  	  

Governor’s	  ProclamaLon	  –	  July	  26,	  2012	  





AllocaLon	  -‐	  PrioriLzaLon	  
52.10(3)	  	  	  	  Priority	  allocaLon	  plan	  .	  .	  .	  the	  department	  may	  suspend	  or	  
restrict	  usage	  of	  water	  by	  category	  of	  use	  on	  a	  local	  or	  statewide	  basis	  
in	  the	  following	  order:	  
	  	  a.	  	  Water	  conveyed	  across	  state	  boundaries.	  
	  	  b.	  	  Water	  used	  primarily	  for	  recreaLonal	  or	  aestheLc	  purposes.	  
	  	  c.	  	  Uses	  of	  water	  for	  the	  irrigaLon	  of	  any	  general	  crop.	  
	  	  d.	  	  Uses	  of	  water	  for	  the	  irrigaLon	  of	  any	  specialty	  crop.	  
	  	  e.	  	  Uses	  of	  water	  for	  manufacturing	  or	  other	  industrial	  processes.	  
	  	  f.	  	  Uses	  of	  water	  for	  generaLon	  of	  electrical	  power	  for	  public	  
consumpLon.	  
	  	  g.	  	  Uses	  of	  water	  for	  livestock	  producLon.	  
	  	  h.	  	  Uses	  of	  water	  for	  human	  consumpLon	  and	  sanitaLon	  supplied	  by	  
rural	  water	  districts,	  municipal	  water	  systems,	  or	  other	  public	  water	  
supplies.	  
	  	  i.	  	  Uses	  of	  water	  for	  human	  consumpLon	  and	  sanitaLon	  supplied	  by	  a	  
private	  water	  supply.	  



Deep	  Groundwater	  
52%	  

Surface	  Water	  
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27%	  

Source	  of	  Drinking	  Water	  in	  Iowa	  



AllocaLon	  -‐	  PrioriLzaLon	  
•  Drought	  Planning	  in	  Iowa	  is	  a	  

local	  issue	  
•  Not	  just	  from	  a	  policy	  

perspecLve,	  but	  from	  a	  
technical	  perspecLve	  

	  •  It	  is	  not	  easy	  for	  a	  
community	  to	  “cut	  off”	  a	  
par'cular	  use	  or	  user	  
•  Technical	  consideraLons	  
•  Economic	  consideraLons	  

•  Priority	  Alloca'on	  is	  Unlikely	  
to	  be	  invoked	  for	  municipal	  
or	  municipal-‐type	  systems	  
•  Not	  invoked	  in	  1988-‐89,	  

2000-‐2002,	  2005,	  or	  
2012	  ….	  
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